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Program
may eighteenth, two thousand twenty-four, seven o’clock in the evening

academic processional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Drake Brass Quintet

welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jerry L. Anderson
 Dean, Drake Law School

national anthem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Melissa Vine, 3l                          

remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marty Martin
 President, Drake University 

 Chantry Noel 
 President, Student Bar Association   
 2023–2024

   
commencement address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anthony J. Gaughan,
  Kern Family Chair in Law and Professor of Law

presentation of candidates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dean Anderson

conferral of degrees 
and academic hoods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President Martin
 
 Sue J. Mattison, Provost     
 
 Dean Anderson
 
 John D. Edwards, Associate Dean

 
alumni welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Elizabeth Coonan, LW ’02   
                                                                                               President, Law School Board of Counselors                                                                            

concluding remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dean Anderson

drake alma mater . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Melissa Vine, 3l

academic recessional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Drake Brass Quintet

THE ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SIXTH COMMENCEMENT OF DRAKE UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL
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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY

Anthony Gaughan

Anthony Gaughan is a Professor of Law and the Kern Family Chair in Law at Drake 
University Law School. He teaches Civil Procedure, Constitutional Law, Election Law, 
and Legal & Constitutional History. Prior to joining Drake Law in 2011, he was a 
litigator with the Wisconsin law firm of Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.

Professor Gaughan is also an Iraq War veteran and former U.S. Navy officer. He earned 
his B.A. from the University of Minnesota, M.A. from Louisiana State University, 
Ph.D. in history from the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and J.D. from Havard Law 
School.

He is author of the book, The Last Battle of the Civil War: United States versus Lee, 1861-
1883 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 2011), a legal history of the 
Supreme Court’s famous Arlington National Cemetery case. He has published articles 
with a wide range of journals, including the Journal of Supreme Court History; the 
Duke Journal of Constitutional Law and Public Policy; the Notre Dame Journal of Law, 
Ethics & Public Policy; the American Journal of Legal History; the British Journal of 
American Legal Studies; the Ohio State Law Journal; the Fordham Law Review; and the 
American University Law Review, among many others. He was awarded the Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal and the Iraq Campaign Medal for his military service in 
Iraq. He is an elected member of the American Law Institute.

Miguel Schor        
Class of 1977 Distinguished Scholar and Professor of Law  
2024 Leland Stanford Forrest Outstanding Professor Award Recipient  

Kayla Hruska 
President, Student Bar Association 2024–2025

MARSHALS OF THE UNIVERSITY
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Alizabeth Mackenzie Adams – Joint Degree MBA
Ihssan Z. Ait Boucherbil
Martha G. Ames
Christine Baber
Nicholas Battaglia
Emily K. Bell
Braden Bennett
Kaleigh Blinn
Jasmina Boever
Matt Braun
Carter Brown
Jillian J. Brown
Allison Carson
Rebecca Coleman
Michael Comito – Joint Degree MBA
Mackinzie M. Daughton
Cooper Doerrfeld
Madisyn Elizabeth Dowdy
Catherine Dukelow
Claire H. Dupuis
Clayton Sean Elwell
Mary Claire Finken
Grant W. Gasner – Joint Degree MBA
Kassidee M. Golwitzer
Madalyn Elizabeth Grask
Conner Greene
Elizabeth Gutsch
J.T. Harris
Danielle Elizabeth Havel
Regan Elizabeth Hodina
Steven Holkesvik
Nicholas Holmes
Collin M. Jacobsen
Avery Jenks
Madison M. Jones
David Kacmarynski
Justin Kaltmayer
Meara Kearney
Grace K. Kendrick
Daniel Keough – Joint Degree MBA
Payton C. Kitterman
Natalie E. Klusman – Joint Degree MBA
Nicole K. Lancaster – Joint Degree MBA
Alexander N. Lee
Reid David Leidigh
Jonathan Gail Lewis
Natalie Massey
Anna Renee Mattern

drake university law school

 Candidates Presented by Dean Jerry L. Anderson

 

Kaleb A. McKinnon
Emily McNab-Wright
Ellie Rose Mendlik
David Merchan
Harry Merz
Rylee Allen Miller
Sarah Elizabeth Moody
Charlie Murphy
Jonathon K. Muyskens
Kate Nash
Reid Nennig
Kaitlin Nicole Fipps Noble 
Chantry Rose Noel
Severie A. Orngard
Teresa Otáñez-Ortiz
Emma Rose Overschmidt
Marrissa Pasker
Ami Lorraine Penquite
Dan Roalson – Joint Degree MBA
Logan Philip Roth
Rob Rudman
NaRayah Runyon
Isabelle Maryn Sanstead-Eastin
Alexander Scanlon
Sophia T. Scarfo
Hope Isabel Schlundt
Riley Schoen
Jacob Schrader
Edin Sehic
Michael Sharp
Natalie Elizabeth Shroyer
Austin S. Slobodzian
Morgan Smith
Claire Rachelle Solsma
Riley Kay Sternhagen
Wilson Sullivan
Emma Suzanne Terrell
Taylor J. Thomas
Geoffrey Jon Van Deusen III
Melissa Vine
Jaden Wadas
Hunter N. Watkins Rosner
John R. Watson
Hannah Wieland
Ben Wolf
Lora Jean Wright
Noelle Young
Luke D. Zielinski     

juris doctor
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Derrick Flaig 
 M.J., Compliance & Risk Management
Cara Grefe 
 M.J., Compliance & Risk Management
Jana K. Hirth 
 M.J., Compliance & Risk Management
Tim Murphy 
 M.J., Compliance & Risk Management
Tracy L. Page 
 M.J., Compliance & Risk Management
Nancy Carol Quillen 
 M.J., Compliance & Risk Management
Debbie Steenhoek 
 M.J., Compliance & Risk Management

master of jurisprudence
Kseniya Kazachynska 
 LL.M., Individualized Legal Studies

master of laws
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the following 2023–2024 law school graduates participated in the december 16, 2023  
commencement ceremony:

Madelyn Ellen Hurn
Joshua Lee Schuhardt

juris doctor
Lauren N. Clements 
 M.J., Compliance & Risk Management 
Angela D. Haley 
 M.J., Compliance & Risk Management
Hillary M. Kruse 
 M.J., Compliance & Risk Management
Patricia A. Lamm 
 M.J., Compliance & Risk Management
Miranda Peterson 
 M.J., Compliance & Risk Management
Michael Tamba Salia 
 M.J., Individual Legal Studies 
Terica C. Smith 
 M.J., Compliance & Risk Management

master of jurisprudence
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law school designation of honors*

highest honors

Emily K. Bell
Rebecca Coleman
Catherine Dukelow
Conner Greene
J.T. Harris
Alexander N. Lee
Natalie Massey
Ami Lorraine Penquite
Ben Wolf
Lora Jean Wright

high honors

Jillian J. Brown
Payton C. Kitterman
Jonathan Gail Lewis
Anna Renee Mattern
Emily McNab-Wright
Harry Merz
Kaitlin Nicole Fipps Noble 
Hope Isabel Schlundt
Jacob Schrader
Natalie Elizabeth Shroyer
Emma Suzanne Terrell

honors

Martha G. Ames
Nicholas Battaglia
Braden Bennett
Kaleigh Blinn
Mackinzie M. Daughton
Cooper Doerrfeld
Grant W. Gasner
Elizabeth Gutsch
Regan Elizabeth Hodina
David Kacmarynski
Grace K. Kendrick
Severie A. Orngard
Teresa Otáñez-Ortiz
Marrissa Pasker
Logan Philip Roth
NaRayah Runyon
Alexander Scanlon
Michael Sharp
Morgan Smith
Claire Rachelle Solsma
Jaden Anthony Wadas
John R. Watson

* The degree may be conferred with “Highest Honors” upon a student who graduates in the 
top 10 of their graduating class, with “High Honors” upon a student whose final cumulative 
grade point average is 3.5 or above, but is not included in the top 10, and with “Honors” upon 
a student whose final cumulative grade point average is 3.25 to 3.49. A degree may be 
conferred “with honors” upon a student only if that student’s final cumulative grade point 
average places him or her in the top 40 percent of his or her class. The honors designations 
in the program are based upon grades earned through the Fall 2023 semester, without 
regard to the top 40 percent requirement and are subject to change based upon grades 
earned thereafter. This commencement program, therefore, does not constitute an official list 
of confirmed graduates or confirmed academic honors for the May 18, 2024, commencement 
at Drake University. Participation in the commencement ceremony does not signify that 
degrees and academic honors have been awarded unless all pertinent academic 

 requirements have been met.
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academic program certificates**

business law  
certificate

Michael Comito
Clayton Sean Elwell
Kassidee M. Golwitzer
Madison M. Jones
Daniel Keough
Kaleb A. McKinnon
Reid Nennig
Severie A. Orngard
Dan Roalson
Sophia T. Scarfo
Edin Sehic
Luke D. Zielinski
    
    
constitutional law 
and civil rights  
certificate

Natalie Massey
Sarah Elizabeth Moody
Emma Suzanne Terrell
Geoffrey Jon 
 Van Deusen III 
    
    

food and  
agricultural law 
certificate

Jillian J. Brown
NaRayah Runyon
Claire Rachelle Solsma 
Jaden Anthony Wadas
Lora Jean Wright
    
    
international law 
and global citizen-
ship certificate

Daniel Keough  
 
intellectual   
property law   
certificate

Rob Rudman  
    
    
legislative  
practice certificate

J.T. Harris
Kate Nash
Emma Rose Overschmidt
Ami Lorraine Penquite
Sophia T. Scarfo
Jacob Schrader
Emma Suzanne Terrell
Geoffrey Jon 
 Van Deusen III
   
 

prosecution and 
defense certificate

Allison Carson  
Catherine Dukelow  
Nicholas Holmes   
Charlie Murphy  
Jonathon K. Muyskens 
Rob Rudman  
Morgan Smith  
Geoffrey Jon  
 Van Deusen III   
    
    
public service   
certificate

Christine Baber
Kaleigh Blinn
Jasmina Boever
Matt Braun
Carter Brown
Allison Carson
Catherine Dukelow
Conner Greene
Danielle Elizabeth Havel
Avery Jenks
Payton C. Kitterman
Natalie E. Klusman
Natalie Massey
Kate Nash
Kaitlin Nicole Fipps Noble
Emma Rose Overschmidt
Ami Lorraine Penquite
NaRayah Runyon
Hope Isabel Schlundt
Jacob Schrader
Natalie Elizabeth Shroyer
Morgan Smith
Claire Rachelle Solsma 
Riley Kay Sternhagen
Emma Suzanne Terrell
Taylor J. Thomas

social justice and 
public interest   
lawyering   
certificate

Kaleigh Blinn
Carter Brown
Danielle Elizabeth Havel
Avery Jenks
Natalie Massey
Emma Suzanne Terrell

** Students who complete a required set of courses 
and internships receive a certificate recognizing 
their area of specialization. 
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administration

Marty Martin, B.A., J.D., LL.M., President of the University

Jerry L. Anderson, B.S., J.D., Dean and Richard M. and  
Anita Calkins Distinguished Professor of Law

Erin C. Lain, B.A., J.D., Ph.D., Associate Dean and  
Professor of Law 

John D. Edwards, B.A., J.D., M.A.L.S., Associate  
Dean for Information Resources and Technology,  
Director of the Law Library and Professor of Law

Elizabeth Battles, B.A., J.D., Assistant Dean for  Student 
Services

Ashley Madsen, B.A., J.D., Director of Academic Success 

J. Kara Blanchard, B.S., M.S., Assistant Dean for  
Admission  and Financial Aid

Matt Johnson, B.S., B.S.B.A., M.P.A., Ph.D., Director of 
Admission and Financial Aid 

Brianna Leistikow, B.A., Assistant Director of Admission  
and Diversity Initiatives

Laurie Dufoe, B.A., M.A., Assistant Dean of Career  
Development

Carole Tillotson, B.S., J.D., Director of  Career Development

Amy Cutler, B.A., M.A., Continuing Legal Education and 
Legal Clinic Coordinator

Susan Edwards, A.A., Budget and Office Manager 

Theresa Howard, B.A., M.A., Director of Communication, 
Alumni Relations and Special Events

Thomas Smith, B.B.A., M.A., M.B.A., Senior Advancement 
Officer

faculty

James A. Albert, B.F.A., J.D., Professor of Law

Hon. Brent Appel (Ret.), B.A., J.D., Distinguished Lecturer 
and Jurist in Residence 

Hon. Mark W. Bennett (Ret.), B.A., J.D., Director of the 
Institute for Justice Reform and Innovation 

Alexandra Brennan, B.A., J.D., Reference and Instruction 
Librarian and Instructor of Law Librarianship 

Hunter R. Clark, A.B., J.D., Professor of Law

Erica Nichols Cook, B.A., J.D., Director of the Wrongful 
Convictions Clinic and Clinician in Residence

Steven Foritano, B.A., J.D., Practitioner in Residence

Sally B. Frank, A.B., MAT/CLE, J.D., Professor of Law

Anthony J. Gaughan, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., J.D., Kern Family 
Chair in Law and Professor of Law 

David B. Hanson, B.A., M.A.L.S., Collection Management 
and Metadata Librarian and Associate Professor of Law 
Librarianship

Christoph Henkel, J.D., LL.M., S.J.A., Professor of Law 

Andrew W. Jurs, B.A., J.D., Richard M. and Anita Calkins 
Distinguished Professor of Law

Mark S. Kende, B.A., J.D., Director of the Constitutional 
Law Center, James Madison Chair in Constitutional Law 
and Professor of Law

Jeremy Kidd, B.A., Ph.D., J.D., Professor of Law

Rebecca A. Lutkenhaus, B.A., M.A., J.D., Reference and  
Instruction Librarian and Professor of Law Librarianship

Natalie Banta Lynner, B.S., J.D., Dwight D. Opperman  
Distinguished Professor of Law 

Allison McCarthy, B.A., J.D., Co-Director of the Refugee Clinic 
and Instructor of Law

Keith C. Miller, B.A., J.D., LL.M., Ellis and Nelle Levitt  
Distinguished Professor of Law

Nickole Miller, B.A., J.D., Director of the Middleton  
Children’s Rights Center and Assistant Professor of Law 

Alexa Perez, B.A., J.D., Assistant Professor of Law 

Suzan M. Pritchett, B.A., M.A., J.D., Director of Clinical and  
Experiential  Programs and Professor of Law

Robert R. Rigg, B.A., J.D., Director of the Criminal Defense  
Program and Clinical Professor of Law

Nick H. Roby, B.S., J.D., Director of the   
Entrepreneurial/Transactional Clinic and   
Clinical Professor of Law

Joe Schomberg, B.A., J.D., Assistant Professor of Law 

Miguel Schor, B.A., M.A., J.D., Class of 1977 Distinguished 
Scholar and Professor of Law

Danielle M. Shelton, B.A., J.D., Professor of Law

Julie A. Smith, B.A., J.D., Director of the Legislative Practice  
Center and Assistant Professor of Law

Julia Steggerda-Corey, B.A., J.D., LL.M., Director of the 
Compliance and Risk Management Program and Instructor  
of Law

Karen L. Wallace, B.A., M.A., Circulation/Reference  
Librarian and Professor of Law Librarianship

Melissa H. Weresh, B.A., J.D., Dwight D. Opperman  
Distinguished Professor of Law and Herb and Karen Baum  
Chair of Ethics in the Profession

Ellen L. Yee, B.A., J.D., Director of International Programs and 
Professor of Law

Jennifer Zwagerman, B.S., J.D., LL.M., Director of  
the Agricultural Law Center and Associate Professor of Law

faculty emeriti

James A. Adams, A.B., J.D., Professor Emeritus

Andrea S. Charlow, A.B., J.D., LL.M., Professor Emeritus 

Laurie Kratky Doré, B.A., J.D., Professor Emeritus 

Matthew G. Doré, B.A., J.D., Professor Emeritus 

Neil D. Hamilton, B.S., J.D., Professor Emeritus

Robert C. Hunter, B.A., J.D., Professor Emeritus

Suzanne J. Levitt, A.B., J.D., LL.M., Professor Emeritus

Russell E. Lovell II, B.B.A., J.D., LL.M., Professor Emeritus

David E. McCord, B.A., J.D., Professor Emeritus 

James R. Monroe, B.A., M.B.A., J.D., LL.M., Professor Emeritus

Maura I. Strassberg, B.A., M.A., J.D., Professor Emeritus

Allan W. Vestal, B.A., J.D., Professor Emeritus 

David S. Walker, B.A., J.D., Professor Emeritus

in memoriam

Daniel L. Power                                     
Professor 1971-1994 
Emeritus 1994-2023

DRAKE UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL
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A reception will be held immediately following the Commencement 

Ceremony at the Courtside Club in Shivers Practice Facility. Refreshments 

will be provided. The graduates, their families and friends, alumni, faculty, 

staff, and other law students are cordially invited to attend the reception. 
 


